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From Tiergarten to Schwarzwald
New works by Sam Foley

c/o Atelier Bar-Am

7 - 9pm. 25 Auqgust. Goethestr 2. 10623
Charlottenburg. Berlin

Refreshments provided
www.samfoley.co.nz





‘Tiergarten is a place I have wanted to paint after visiting Berlin in the summer of 2007 and again in the winter of 2010. Now, after living in this city for five months, time has allowed me to do so. The inherent beauty of rhododendrons reflected on the man-made watercourse is intentionally contrasted against the sinister tone of the place after the night falls and trees draw closer. 

The Black Forest (Schwarzwald) has long held a fascination for me. From hearing tales when I was a child and learning about the region from German language classes at high school, I have always wanted to visit this area. Having been a painter of forest-scapes for many years, this was ‘the’ place visit. 

The incongruity of what one imagines the place to be like and what one finds on arrival can be hard to assess. What struck me was the steepness of the land on which the majority of forest lies, as all arable land is used for farming. The irony of coming across a stand of untouched beech forest was not lost on me either, inspiring 2 from the 4 works in this series. Have I really travelled half way around the world to find something so reminiscent of the Southland Island beech forest found back home in New Zealand? So it would seem. 

The other 2 works depicting the ruggedness of untamed pine go further to what one imagines of the subject. Even then my palette has been darkened considerably from what was found, adding a darkness, with the works approaching something in between what exists and what one envisions’. 

Sam Foley. August 2011. Berlin.
All works for sale


