Sam Foley

Born in Wellington but raised in Dunedin, Sam Foley graduated from the
Otago Polytechnic School of Art in 1998 and has been working full time
as an artist since. He has held exhibitions throughout New Zealand and
Australasia with works held in many public and private collections. Foley
has won numerous awards, including most recently The Peoples Choice
Award at the 17th Annual Wallace Art Awards. In 2007 Foley spent 10
weeks on a research and development trip through the UK, Nothern and
Western Europe. Whilst there he visited over 30 Public Art Galleries, the
Venice Biennale, and Documenta in Kassel, Germany. He also is co-owner
of the NZ design store, Whiteroom, found in Moray Place, Dunedin.

Otira Gorge I, oil on canvas, 150 x 112.5cm

In early 2010 Foley made a research trip to Otira. After many Sleepless
nights in conversation with the ghost of van der Velden, Foley has this to
say about his show with COCA.

This body of work pays homage to Petrus van der Velden. A waterfall in
Otira Gorge, held in the permanent collection of the DPAG, has always been
a work that has held a fascination with me from a young age and is a
painting | will always return to. By combining a multimedia approach,
painting and projecting moving image, | am hoping to create a contemporary
retelling of this artwork. The strong composition that places the viewer
almost within the river is one that | have often emulated in my own practice
but with different subjects. | find | am also drawn to painting forest/native
landscapes and to the random patterns in nature and the freedom with
which one can take when depicting rhythm within the chaos.

Otira Gorge Ill, oil on canvas, 150 x 112.5cm

Sam Foley currently manages, works and lives in an artist run studio
complex, the Dowling St Studios, in Dunedin Central. He is planning a 6
month move to Berlin in 2012 where he will continue to develop his
practice as an artist.

Otira Gorge 1V, oil on canvas, 150 x 112.5cm

Otira Gorge V, oil on canvas, 250 x 148cm



Otira Gorge VI, oil on canvas, 250 x 148cm
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